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1860’s A People Divided
After the outbreak of  war at Fort Sumter…  

…every American had to make a choice between loyalty to the 
nation… 

…and loyalty to his or her state or region. 

Entire states were wrenched apart by this conflict… 

…and so were towns… 

…villages, and families. 

People often called it a “Brother’s War” … 

…because major battles often included family members fighting 
against each other.



Union Captain George A. Custer (right)… 
…poses with his West Point classmate, captured Confederate Officer 
J.B. Washington. More often than not, officers in The Civil War 
fought against their friends.



Jefferson Davis… 
…had served as a Congressman, a Senator, and 
The Secretary of  War in the U.S. Government. 
After the 1860 presidential election, he hoped 
Southerners would accept Lincoln as their leader. 
     But when his own state of  Mississippi joined six 
others in forming the Confederacy and chose him 
as president, Davis felt obligated to serve.



Abraham Lincoln… 
…was born in a log cabin in Kentucky in 1809, 
raised in poverty, and almost entirely self-educated, 
Lincoln became a successful lawyer in Springfield, 
Illinois, where he married Mary Todd. 
     Lincoln came to the presidency with little 
experience - a few years in the Illinois legislature and 
one term in Congress. But he had a remarkable gift 
for helping see the war as a test of  popular govern-
ment, “of  the people, by the people, and for the 
people” (Gettysburg Address). 
     After his assassination in 1865 (Lesson 5|9), 
Lincoln came to be seen as a leader of  nearly 
‘Mythic Proportions’ - a ‘Towering, Legendary 
Figure’ who had ‘Saved Democracy’ and ‘Freed the 
Slaves.’



Lincoln’s Conflicts in The War
Although the majority of  Northerners were determined not to let the South 
destroy the nation by breaking it in two… 

…some urged Lincoln to allow the South to leave the Union without a fight… 

…in order to avoid war. 

At the same time, abolitionists (Lesson 5|3) were furious that Lincoln would 
not free the Slaves. 

But Lincoln said the Constitution did give him the authority to end Slavery. 

He finally issued the Emancipation Proclamation in January 1863 (Lesson 5|6), 
because he felt it was necessary to Win The War. 

He wanted to stop The Confederacy from forcing Slaves to join their Army. 

He also hoped it would improve Northern morale and convince Great Britain 
that by aiding the South it would be supporting Slavery.



The First Ladies… 
…and their personal conflicts of  loyalties was 
particularly hard on their families, including both 
presidential families. 
     Varina Davis (far left), wife of  Confederate 
president Jefferson Davis, had several close relatives 
in the Union Armies. 
     The Three Brothers of  Kentucky-born Union 
First Lady Mary Todd Lincoln (left) fought in the 
Confederate Army. All three were killed.



Military Officers 
Civil War officers had been educated at a handful 
of  military academies, including West Point, the 
Virginia Military Institute, and The Citadel. As a result 
of  their common backgrounds, leaders from both 
sides sought to uphold ideals of  Self-reliance 
and Civic Responsibility.



Ulysses S. Grant… 
…was virtually unknown when the war began; 
Grant rose to become the Union’s best General and 
Supreme Commander of  the Union Armies. 
     In crisis, he was the man the soldiers wanted to 
lead them. Robert E. Lee his Confederate 
counterpart, seemed like the elusively clever Fox, 
while Grant appeared to be the slow, plodding 
Bloodhound.



Robert E. Lee… 
…was regarded as the best officer in the U.S. Army, 
Lee symbolized the conflict faced by many. Lee hated 
Slavery, and he opposed Secession, so President 
Lincoln offered him command of  the Union Armies 
in 1861. 
     But when Virginia joined the Confederacy, Lee 
turned down the offer and accepted a commission in 
the Confederate Army. He said, “I cannot raise my hand 
against my birthplace, and my children.”



William Tecumseh Sherman… 
…was the head of  a Military School in Louisiana when the 
Civil War began. Ohio-born, Sherman rejected the South’s 
offer to a command and enlisted in the Union Army. 
     Early in the War, he suffered from severe depression, 
considering himself  a failure. Sherman pulled himself  
together to become a relentless leader, and was Grant’s 
most trusted general.



Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson… 
…was one of  Virginia’s outstanding officers and a deeply 
religious man; Jackson proved to be a courageous battlefield 
leader. In the first battle of  the war, and officer declared, 
“There is Jackson, standing like a Stone Wall!”  
     The nickname stuck. Jackson’s skillful use of  speed and 
surprise fit perfectly with General Lee’s strategies. 
     “It is painful enough to discover with what unconcern they speak 
of  war and threaten it. They do not know its horrors. I have seen 
enough of  it to make me look upon it as the sum of  all evils."

https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Painful
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/War
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Know
https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Evils


The Last Gentleman’s War 
On every battlefield there were gestures of  kindness and compassion on both 
sides. A soldier might take a last letter home from a dying enemy soldier; men 
often called across enemy lines to ask about friends of  relatives; at night, when 
opposing sides were camped near each other, the troops often swapped goods, 
such as coffee and tobacco.

A Patriotic Envelope used in The Confederate South



1. The capital city of  West Virginia?  
2. Bordering W.V. on the Northwest? 
3. Bordering W.V. on the Southwest? 
4. Bordering W.V. on the Southeast? 
5. Two states bordering W.V. on NE? 
6. Name the river that flows by Elkins. 
7. River that flows by Charleston? 
8. River forming N.W. border of  W.V.? 
9. River forming N.E. border of  W.V? 
10. The Mountain Range in Eastern W.V? 
11. What encircles the State Seal? 
12. Significance of  June 20, 1863? 
13. What is the Red Cap a symbol of ? 
14. What is the State Motto? 
15. Ribbon above the Seal Reads?

Write the Questions - Space Answers

    West Virginia's official flag was adopted in 1929. The flag has a 
white field surrounded by blue. The state seal is encircled by a 
garland of  the state flower (rhododendron), in the center of  the flag. 
The seal pictures two men (a farmer and a miner) around a rock 
bearing the date June 20, 1863 (the day West Virginia split from Virginia 
and became a state). Below the men are two rifles and a Red Liberty 
Cap (a symbol of  freedom). A red ribbon below the men has the state 
motto, "MONTANI SEMPER LIBERI" (meaning 
"Mountaineers Are Always Free" in Latin). A large red ribbon 
above the seal reads, "STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA." 

35th State 
6/20/1863

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/statesbw/westvirginia.shtml



