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Road to Rebellion
Great Britain won the French and Indian 
War against France and her Indian 
allies, leaving the English with a huge 
war debt and a larger empire to defend 
and govern in North America. 
     Parliament - the British governing body - 
and King George III insist     ed that 
the colonies help pay off  the debt. After 
all, colonies existed solely to benefit the 
“Mother Country” under the Mercantile 
System of  colonizing lands for their 
wealth. 
     Almost everything the British tried 
angered the colonists and pushed them 
toward open revolt.

Who’s Who in The 
Revolution

Patriots
Name used by Colonists for 
those who supported 
revolting against  the 
British.

Rebels Derogatory name given to 
Patriots by The British.

Yankees/
Yanks

Derogatory name given to 
all colonies, even those who 
didn’t support the rebellion.

Continentals Soldiers in the Colonial 
Army.

Tory/Tories 
or Loyalists Colonists Loyal to Britain.

Regulars, 
Redcoats, or 
Lobsterbacks

Names used for British 
Soldiers.



Taxation Without Representation
What upset the colonists about a tax such as the 
1765 Stamp Act was that… 

…it was imposed on them, without their consent. 

Their assemblies could not vote on the tax… 

…and they had no representatives in Parliament. 

“No taxation without representation” became 
their rallying cry.



Taxation Without Representation
A large minority… 

…known as Patriots… 

…formed the Sons of  Liberty… 

…and the Daughters of  Liberty. 

These organizations asked colonial merchants 
not to trade with the British… 

…and the Daughters of  Liberty boycotted British 
goods.



Taxation Without Representation
The Stamp Act Congress with delegates from nine 
colonies met in New York in October 1765. 

It sent a petition urging Parliament to repeal the 
tax. 

 One delegate stated what many were feeling… 

…“There out to be no New Englanders… 

…no New Yorkers… 

…but all of  us Americans.”



Taxation Without Representation
Parliament repealed the Stamp Tax… 

…but immediately passed a Declaratory Act… 

…which said that only Parliament had the authority to 
make laws for the Colonies. 



Liberty Poles were raised in many towns and decorated with 
pennants and ribbons to declare the American Love of  Liberty. They 
were the kinds of  protests the patriots liked - symbolic images that 
made a memorable statement.



British Acts of  Parliament

These Taxes and Acts Were Imposed Upon the colonies by Parliament.

1764  
Sugar Act Taxed foreign imports such as sugar, wine, and cloth.

1765  
Stamp Act Required printed items to be on special, stamped paper

1765  
Quartering Act Required colonists to provide housing for 10,000 British Troops.

1766 
Declaratory Act Said Parliament could make laws for the colonies on all matters.

1767 
Townshend Acts Taxed colonial imports, including paper, glass, lead, paint, and tea.

1773 
Tea Act Required colonists to buy tea only from Britain’s East India Company.

1774  
Coercive Acts

A group of  acts designed to punish Patriots for the Boston Tea Party; also included 
the Quebec Act, which extended the boundaries of  Canada south to the Ohio 
River, plus a new Quartering Act, forcing colonists to house more British troops.



Definition: a boycott is a refusal to buy from or deal with another person, 
company, or nation.



In 1765, Parliament passed the Quartering Act, requiring colonists to provide 
housing for over10,000 British soldiers. A year later, two more regiments of  
Redcoats, as British Soldiers were sometimes called because of  their uniforms, 
arrived in Boston. 
     The colonists maintained an uneasy peace with the ‘Redcoats’ until March 5, 
1779, when an unruly mob taunted some British soldiers. The soldiers opened 
fire, killing three Bostonians; two more later died of  their wounds. Calm followed 
for the next two years, but the basic daily conflicts had not been resolved. 
     Samuel Adams, one of  the most radical Patriots, began calling the incident 
the “Boston Massacre.” For several years, Patriots cited this incident as an 
example of  British brutality.

The Boston Massacre



The Boston Massacre

WHAT REALLY HAPPENED? According to Paul Revere, the 
Boston Massacre started when British Captain Thomas Preston 
ordered a mass shooting of  innocent Patriots, including women. 
Actually, it was determined at the trial, that the first shot was fired 
by accident, leading most of  the other soldiers to fire, too. The 
Patriot mob wasn’t completely innocent - they had been pelting 
the Redcoats with rocks and snowballs all day.

This print, is Paul Revere’s 
engraving of  the Boston 
Massacre. This engraving 
became a widely circulated 
piece of  Patriot propaganda.



Samual Adams, 
1722-1803

Samuel Adams was often called the 
“Firebrand of  The American Revolution.” A few 
months after the Boston Massacre, Adams 
called for “Committee of  Correspondence” in 
every colony. By 1774, these committees 
were exchanging news and ideas, which 
helped build a sense of  national unity.




